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September 8, 1976 -

_ Joe D. Tanner, Comm1551onez of the Department of Natural Rebourc
_(DNR), announced that the Natural Resources BOaId meetlng in special

session today, cloqed the Coosa Rlver to- commerc1al flshlng from Rome

to the Georgia-Alabama line. Included in the ban are all streams

_ flowing into the Coosa from the confluence of the Etowah and Oostanau
[Y . . .
. Rivers to the state line, and that portion of Lake Weiss located in

Georgia.' ‘ .
‘ DNR héé-found thetffish taken from the Coosa are likely to con-
_tain levels ef polychlorinated biphenylé.(PCB's) above the tolerance .
established By the U. S. Food and Drug.Administration of 5.parts per

. million. . i e

DNR further encourages sport fishermen and other not to eat fish

taken from the Georgia stretch of the Coosa.

-

The Natural ResourCes Boara also authorized the Commissioner to
take action immediately if PCB levels are found to:exeeed FDA 1limits
in'any streams in tte Coosa River basin. '

Tommy Irwin, Commiseioner of thetGeorgia Deéartment:of Agricultur

‘ hes promised the full ‘cooperation of his departmeht in the ban on -

commerclal flSh taken from the Coosa. He aéks the public td let his

office Lnow about any p0551b1e sale or attempted aale of fish from the
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empowered by law to prosecute any commercial sale of contaminated fish

Leonard Ledbetter, director of DNR'sﬁEnvironnental Protection
Division, said his d1v1s1on in cooperation with the Game and Fish
DlVlSth is nonltorlng every major stream and 1mooundment in Georgia ’
/for PCB's. However, he.said there is no reason to suspect at this
time that results from other areas will be in the range of those found
in the Cocsa. .

| Leon Kirklandl Chief of risheries of DNR's Game and Fish Divisionl
said:present studies-Show-that PCB ‘levels are running'higher'in channe:
':catfish than in other species-found iﬁ the Coosa, but'he also warhs
than aoy_fish taken froﬁ tbe river should not be eaten-untilifurther'
‘ . notice_.'. | .
More thau 500 watnihg sigos will be posted in the Coosa area by
conservatlon rangers of DNR s Game and Fish DlVlSlon. kangers‘will
also personally warn sport fishexrmen and the publlc about Lhe sxtuatlo
- The known source of the PCB s in. the Coosa. is the General Electri
plant at Rome, Georgla. Plant officials are maklng.efforts to mini- -
mize losses of'spills into the environment. Earlier this year, the
state EPD and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency requlred
_additional changes at the plant to further minimize releases of PCB's.

PCB's are:a group of organic coupounds used'primatily in the

manufacturing of electronic capacitors and transformers. fhey are

toxic to aquatlc life, are bloloqlcaWIy accumulatlve, and per51st

._ in the environment for a long time.

Commissioner Tanner stresses that the public w111 be’ lnformed
1mmed1ately about any new developments as soon as they are dlscovered

by DNR's 1nvest1gat1ve and study teams.
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.ﬁ T The Federal Food and Drug Adminiaczraczilon hn: ontnbll:hodlq
i recommended limit of 5 parts per million of PCB's for fish and shell
¥+ . fish. Results from the State's Environmental Protection Division's
o - laboratory showed the following:
“.°  LOCATION - . 'FisH.. | PCB - Parts Per Mill
Coosa River -. - Channel Catfish ' . - 5.9
- Mayo's Bar : . Channel Catfish . 27.0
downstream of " Channel Catfish T .. 127.0
Rome . . . Channel Ccatfish . . - 22.0
: ' Largemouth Bass 5.7
Largemouth Bass 2.1
. Gizzard Shad 16.0
. Gizzard Shad . 115.0
- Redear Sunfish "~ 4.5
Redear Sunfish 11.0
- ‘Coosa River - - - Largemoufh Bass 54.0
Georgia - Largemouth Bass - 7.8
Alabama State _ : Largemouth Bass 18.0
Line ' Largemouth Bass 3.3
.~ Bluegill 18.0
Redear Sunfish 2.5
Black Crappie 3.5
4.1

Brown. Bullhead

$ 4. % |
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